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Allowing law enforcement agencies to partner with community behavioral
BOTTOM LINE health_o.rganiz?!:ion_s will pfovide increa_sed_ a.ccess to mental health tr:eatment
and crisis stabilization for incarcerated individuals and promote continued

recovery and continuity of care upon release into the community.

REQUEST @ Co-sponsor the Crisis Stabilization and Community Reentry Act in the Senate

In February of this year, Reps. David Trone (D-MD), John Rutherford (R-FL), Madeleine Dean (D-PA), Guy Reschenthaler
(R-PA), Mary Gay Scanlon (D-PA), Kelly Armstrong (R-ND) and Senators John Cornyn (R-TX) and Richard Blumenthal
(D-CT) introduced the Crisis Stabilization and Community Reentry Act of 2020. This bipartisan, bicameral bill creates a
new program allowing law enforcement agencies to partner with community behavioral health organizations to provide
increased access to mental health treatment and crisis stabilization for incarcerated individuals and promote warm
hand-offs to community-based care upon reentry to reduce recidivism.

Why do we need the Crisis Stabilization and Community Reentry Act?

A significant number of individuals in the criminal justice system have mental health needs. From 2006 to 2016,
suicide was the leading single cause of death in local jails each year.! Incarcerated individuals with mental health
conditions are a particularly vulnerable group because existing treatment programs are inadequately resourced to
meet the growing need. Much of this target population responds well if they have access to the right to medical and
psychological interventions that result in increased medication adherence and continuity of care. The combination of
services will help people stay in recovery and adhere to a treatment plan.

Incarceration introduces significant challenges to continuity of treatment and medication adherence for individuals
with serious mental illnesses. The loss of medical benefits while incarcerated can disrupt treatment after release.?
Approximately 80% of inmates are reported to be uninsured following release. ® Wait times from referral to first
appointment average 48 days nationally at community behavioral health clinics.* Further, a majority of surveyed state
corrections departments reported providing less than a two-week supply of medication to inmates upon release.?®
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What would this legislation do?

The legislation would make significant strides to allow mental health organizations to partner with law enforcement.
The bill creates a new program allowing law enforcement agencies to partner with community mental health providers
to provide increased access to mental health treatment and crisis stabilization for incarcerated individuals and promote
warm hand-offs to community-based care upon re-entry to reduce recidivism.

More specifically, the bill authorizes:

e Community-level crisis response programs, including collaboratively designed crisis response services and
technical support programs that promote continuity of care.

« Targeted training programs related to increasing medication adherence, including the use of long-acting
antipsychotic medications.

* The examination of health care reimbursement challenges as they relate to medication adherence and
continuity of care.

e Strengthening local agency and provider capacity to reduce suicides during incarceration.

. Establishing a national technical assistance center to support justice and mental health agencies, community
behavioral health providers, Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs) and other stakeholders
in developing training and treatment approaches for justice-involved persons with mental illness, as well as
payment strategies that promote best-practices with respect to care for this vulnerable group of people.

« Appropriates $10 million per year for five years in new money to fund the listed initiatives.
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