
AN ACT to amend the social services law to create certified community behavioral health clinics 

Social services law is amended to create a new section 365-o to read as follows:

Section 365-o. Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics. 
1. Notwithstanding any law, rule or regulation to  the  contrary,  the  commissioner  of  health  is   authorized,   in consultation  with  the  commissioners  of  the office of mental health and office of addiction services and supports to establish,  in  accordance  with applicable  federal  law and regulations, certified community behavioral health clinics to (a) create a specialized safety net for individuals needing significant behavioral health care, (b) provide a more integrated model of care to these individuals, which places the primary responsibility for managing a patient’s overall health needs with their behavioral health provider, (c) integrate multiple services within a single site built on a core of mental health and substance use services, (d) link patients to medical care, social services, and a flexible range of other supports through robust care coordination capacities based in the certified community behavioral health clinic.

2. Eligible outpatient clinics include those licensed under article 31 and 32 of the mental hygiene law and outpatient clinics dually licensed under article 31 and 32 of the mental hygiene law and article 28 of the public health law. All eligible outpatient clinics shall be given the opportunity to be certified community behavioral health clinics. 

3.  The department of health is authorized and directed to submit to the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services a request to add additional Medicaid Demonstration providers for the purposes of establishing certified community behavioral health clinics statewide in accordance with Section 223 of the federal Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014.

4. The department of health shall amend its Title XIX state plan pursuant to Title XIX [42 U.S.C. § 1396 et seq.] and Title XXI [42 U.S.C § 1397 et seq.] of the Social Security Act as necessary to cover all required services for persons with mental health and substance use disorders at certified community behavioral health clinics through a daily bundled payment methodology that is in alignment with federal payment guidance promulgated by the United States Department of Health and Human Services’ Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services for the certified community behavioral health clinic Medicaid demonstration within Section 223 of the federal Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 and additional services identified by the office of mental health and office of addiction services and supports.

5. Subject to the approval and financial participation from the United States Department of Health and Human Services’ Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services, the certified community behavioral health clinic model must be established statewide and operational with eligible clinics by July 1, 2024.
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