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12/4/24 

Road to the 119th Congress 
  

Welcome to the third edition of the Road to the 119th Congress. Every other 

week between now and January 2025, we’re tracking the results of the Nov. 5 

election and updating you about federal legislative and regulatory policy, the 

appropriations processes, potential appointments and priorities throughout 

the change from the 118th to 119th Congress. 

Note: This message supplements CapCon, our weekly federal policy and 

regulatory update. 
 

 

   

 

 

2024 Election Update 

• Final House race called: Democrats officially won the last 

outstanding House race Dec. 3, cementing the Republicans’ control of 

the House with 220 Republican seats to Democrats’ 215. However, 

President-elect Trump’s nominations of three Republican House 

https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8ykrKDEpdc0SLVGnC5s5Cg7O6w3PzgWMQJRtZzWTMJC_wLCRPYJHhwZ1v6KvPyZ65ls=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8_i9-0Hel1gf0WaIy8jTOF0kYd6TRJtcCnPMmV-FLWpfjDaAvRYsjVzYCo3w1f6e-YY=
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members as members of his administration will likely result in a 217-

215 majority for a few months — or at least until special elections are 

held. Special elections for two vacated seats in Florida will take place 

on April 1, while a date for the special election to fill Rep. Elise 

Stefanik’s seat in New York has yet to be determined. This balance 

could potentially require more bipartisan negotiations in the House 

during the first 100 days of the new Congress and administration. 

 

 

119th Congressional Leadership Update 

• Senate Democrats elect key leadership positions: On Dec. 3, 

Senate Democrats elected Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY) as incoming 

Senate Minority Leader. Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) was reelected as 

Senate Democratic Whip. Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) will replace 

outgoing Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) as chair of the Democratic 

Policy and Communications Committee, and Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) 

will chair the Democratic Steering and Outreach Committee. 

• Some key House Committee leadership remains in flux: Two 

Republican representatives are vying for chair of the House Energy 

and Commerce (E&C) Committee, which oversees public health and 

other initiatives: Reps. Brett Guthrie (R-KY-02) and Bob Latta (R-OH-

05). Guthrie has been Chair of the E&C Committee’s Subcommittee 

on Health during the 118th Congress, and Latta has experience on all 

E&C’s subcommittees. 

 

 

Incoming Trump Administration Appointments Update 

• HHS Deputy Secretary: Jim O’Neill, former HHS official during the 

George W. Bush administration, was nominated last week. If 

confirmed, O’Neill will oversee the Department’s daily operations, 

regulatory processes and inter-agency coordination — potentially 

playing a pivotal role in advancing the administration’s health care 
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agenda. Dive deeper into O’Neill’s health policy stances over the 

years. 

• CDC Director: Dave Weldon, MD, former Florida congressman, was 

nominated last week. If confirmed, Weldon would report to 

presumptive incoming HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 

• DEA Administrator: The nominee, Florida sheriff Chad Chronister, 

withdrew his name from the nomination process, citing the gravity of 

the role. Derek Maltz, the former head of the agency’s special 

operations division, and Ray Donovan, its former chief of operations, 

are both rumored to be possible replacements. 

• FDA Commissioner: Marty Makary, MD, a surgeon, was nominated. 

Politico goes into detail on his experience. 

• NIH Director: Jay Bhattacharya, MD, was nominated to lead the 

National Institutes of Health. Read more about his experience and 

public stances.  

 

 

Government Funding Outlook Before January 

• As they wrap up the 118th Congress, House and Senate leaders have 

begun negotiating a continuing resolution (CR). A CR generally 

provides stopgap funding to keep the federal government operating 

for a specified period of time. The latest reporting indicates many 

House conservatives, including Speaker Johnson, want a funding deal 

lasting until late March. But several appropriators disagree, pushing 

for the funding patch to expire sooner to devote more time to work 

on FY26 funding before a late April deadline that could trigger cuts 

across the board. An agreement is expected before the government 

runs out of money on Dec. 20. Other funding priorities expected to 

progress alongside a CR are a disaster relief package and a year-long 

Farm Bill extension. 

https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8_onK6yAzqrRbfWVQvk9MwRKugPVuBlb5DWeY7k_cOtVFgRX9JsgqiH3NitAoUZ-0SY=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8_onK6yAzqrRbfWVQvk9MwRKugPVuBlb5DWeY7k_cOtVFgRX9JsgqiH3NitAoUZ-0SY=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8li-E-IEljnFhYICP5vD21Qz_U4fybILWdaL2iBIO7YKuqitMVuW0wMCJ9CU-a9U4VA=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf86Hpg5XT1mk5QXapVDSH01SLgqs1pTxTZBK7ONKEgZf3Oe2tznyFwgfhuFIN59gYZj0=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf82JmE839qkjtGyNjFmdLg2irYOFKwzT4jowsYkn9YKzb1OFH8U9ds01VoVo53UazqwY=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf82JmE839qkjtGyNjFmdLg2irYOFKwzT4jowsYkn9YKzb1OFH8U9ds01VoVo53UazqwY=
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• The prospect of a year-end health care package remains uncertain. A 

number of health programs that are set to expire on Dec. 31 are 

being discussed in the negotiation process, including certain 

provisions from the SUPPORT Act that weren’t reauthorized back in 

March. Congress could look to extend these programs to match the 

duration of their CR, then essentially start the negotiations over in 

the new Congress. Thorn Run Partners published an analysis on the 

relevant health care extenders. 

• These negotiations are fluid. The National Council continues to work 

with our Congressional champions to find opportunities to secure 

support for mental health and substance use disorder initiatives in 

the remainder of the 118th Congress. 

 

 

Throwback Video of the Day 

Travel back in time to 2016, where Dr. Mehmet Oz, now nominee for 

incoming CMS Administrator, touted the benefits of Mental Health First Aid. 

 

https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8uYkKFDZS71Q3aT2Ayx1KV0SDY7avSBMkVqLXVxW9paTt9DoVS4REC-ChzC2rWcVdXo=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8uYkKFDZS71Q3aT2Ayx1KV0SDY7avSBMkVqLXVxW9paTt9DoVS4REC-ChzC2rWcVdXo=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8lkBlc-muPYUb2gf0thbqn1uRLerqeFkruzMeCG6NeRNT5vCBA_Cac6bx_v5sIWa_40=
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If you have any questions or feedback on the contents of Road to the 119th, 

contact our policy team. 

In the meantime, sign up for the National Council’s advocacy platform today 

and stay up to date on opportunities to make your voice heard. 

We’ll see you back here for part four in our series on Dec. 18.  

Sincerely, 

National Council Policy and Advocacy Team 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

National Council for Mental Wellbeing 

1400 K Street NW, Suite 810 

Washington, DC 20005 
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Donate  

https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8rd3PFN8mNHNaLj1slrP2A75RN1wn9g1t6D6z3iEcO67nnfLW-EHxmCPzIiUWpEilWM=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8qfZNe2J59x1vMXHDdHtRbDrKqo3mVTqHtlPKmmSEYo_dBU9VixfYMyHv8jcVaM-wi8=
https://pages.thenationalcouncil.org/Preference-Center.html?mkt_unsubscribe=1&mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8_GqBTZdDbSkJO2LfAbA4ZEjg4-0df6TTuIVaR0iAN16lWos5Jm6-no4MD9vfeR2ZIwO7c-uL50qpd0wrt2PweptdizpeA4dhMAiX8AY
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/v/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8t8Rj3BUn0yJpgBu9CzuaArqzC1TsWbCZLksuhPJXud-AvVpbr6r0g82W8paDz4ed-U=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8_i9-0Hel1gf0WaIy8jTOF0kYd6TRJtcCnPMmV-FLWpfjDaAvRYsjVzYCo3w1f6e-YY=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8_244c93tbgYlMS3FDZpzJJ-cqebxyw1YcFzmTj13SKsQyfg3iNlIhuqmzM3A_pxP0w=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf89C0ujvVs3nvgiHiGZxAayrJ9GhmvAxw1yLc8i-uEJUQMRHvfF4XaLdukEDW9HAT_N8=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf8jJuOvasw_kEw6yXtXhl8OPC8B0GMOGD5dCwxBW8A_dYHLekOwOY7JBK92-91Vs33mY=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf86H8O_ullDhSDnPERY9Bj11uW6LMFBjZZ46EOoEknFhUa17GB0qQbn3oc0_rg2BiOUA=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf80XzhiVPbQdmUpxh_F9HDckwfgg9a4umrrmfZRZVRARMJku1g03qwW5G8M5yNMfGy3U=
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGXMnbf88JLKbtV8ThFhBO-7ysE6OE07ndYj9WlW88OKJPli-TtsA3v9JiZrk9dwFE3DCS4hfo=

