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2025 Leadership Awards Reception
Celebrating Outstanding Leaders Making a Difference in People’s Lives

HONORING

Lauri Cole, MSW

Executive Director
NYS Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare

Behavioral Health Advocacy Award
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“For her unwavering advocacy and leadership in advancing community-based
mental health and substance use services, whose dedication to policy
reform and access to care has made a lasting impact on providers
and the individuals they serve across New York State.”

@ Register Here!



https://mhne.org/2025-mhne-leadership-awards-reception/
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2025 Leadership Awards Reception

Celebrating Outstanding Leaders Making a Difference in People’s Lives

Presented By

HOPES & GRAY

Wednesday, May 21, 2025 | 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM
NYU Kimmel Center, Rosenthal Pavilion, 60 Washington Square South, New York City

Lauri Cole, MSW Brett R. Friedman
Executive Director Partner
NYS Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare Ropes & Gray, LLP
Behavioral Health Advocacy Award Health Care Innovation and Leadership Award

PharMerica

Ira H. Minot, LMSW PharMerica Evan Sullivan
Founder Corporate Leadership Award Executive Vice President
Mental Health News Education Ostroff Associates

Founder’s Legacy Award Autism Advocacy Award


https://mhne.org/2025-mhne-leadership-awards-reception/
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2025 Leadership Awards Reception
Celebrating Outstanding Leaders Making a Difference in People’s Lives

EVENT DETAILS

Wednesday, May 21, 2025 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM
NYU Kimmel Center - Rosenthal Pavilion, 10th Floor, 60 Washington Square South, NYC

Purpose: To celebrate and bring awareness to exceptional leaders who have demonstrated a
commitment to improving the lives of individuals and their families in the behavioral health and
autism communities.

Attendance: 100 - 150 guests

Typical Guests: Attendees include influential leaders and decision-makers from prominent
healthcare providers, behavioral health and autism treatment and support agencies, nonprofit
community organizations, educational institutions, and government agencies. Individuals with
lived experience and their family members also attend.

Event Format: The event begins with a networking reception featuring live jazz music and a buffet,
followed by the Awards Presentation Program. All seating is assigned and tables of 10 are reserved.

Virtual Event Journal: Color advertisements are purchased in celebration of the honorees by
supporting organizations, board members, family, colleagues, and event sponsors.

From Our 2024 Event: Event Photos e« EventJournal e« Event AwardsPresentation

Proceeds From This Event will help expand and develop the educational mission of Mental Health
News Education (MHNE). Through our publications Autism Spectrum News and Behavioral
Health News, MHNE is dedicated to reducing stigma, raising awareness, and providing trusted,
evidence-based information to improve the lives of individuals living with mental health
challenges, substance use disorders, and autism while also supporting their families and the
professionals who serve them.

For questions or more information, contact David Minot, Executive Director, at dminot@mhnews.org

@ Register Here!



https://mhne.org/2024-mhne-leadership-awards-reception/#photos
https://www.flipsnack.com/dminot/2024-mhne-event-journal/full-view.html
https://youtu.be/ZkX23UCtEMI
https://autismspectrumnews.org/
https://behavioralhealthnews.org
https://behavioralhealthnews.org
mailto:dminot@mhnews.org
https://mhne.org/2025-mhne-leadership-awards-reception/
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2025 Leadership Awards Reception
Celebrating Outstanding Leaders Making a Difference in People’s Lives
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(Sponsorship Details Listed on the Next Page)

@ Register Here!


https://mhne.org/2025-mhne-leadership-awards-reception/
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2025 Leadership Awards Reception Registration

Register online at MHNE.org/Awards or complete this form and mail to:
Mental Health News Education, 21 West Ledge Road, Clinton, MA 01510

For questions or more information, contact David Minot, Executive Director at dminot@mhnews.org.

S h. B f.t DIAMOND PLATINUM SILVER BRONZE PREMIER FRIEND 1 TICKET

ponsors Ip enerits $25,000 $10,000 $5,000 $3,000 $1,500 $750

Select: O O O O O O O O
Diamond Platinum Gold

Tickets Reserved Reserved Reserved 5 3 2 1 1

Table of 10 | Table of 10 | Table of 10

Sponsorship recognition with logo/name on
event website, promotional materials (email,

social media), the event journal, and signage \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/
at the event

Event iournal advertisement Inside Front Platinum Gold Silver Full Half Quarter
) Full Page Full Page Full Page | Full Page Page Page Page

Advertisement in one issue of BHN or ASN Full Page Half Page | Quarter Pg

Verbal recognition during event program \/ \/ \/

“Presented By” with logo/name on event
journal cover, event website, promotional \/ \/
materials (email, social media), and signage
at the event

One year listing as a sponsor with linked logo/
name on the BHN and ASN websites, all \/ \/
weekly “BHN and ASN Update” newsletters,
and all BHN and ASN quarterly issues

E t] | Advertisi PLATINUM GOLD SILVER FULL HALF | QUARTER 50/50
vent Journa vertsing FULL PAGE | FULLPAGE | FULLPAGE | PAGE PAGE PAGE Raffle Tickets
d O d O d O

Select: $20 per Ticket
Pricing - Submission Deadline: May 14, 2025 $2,000 $1,500 $1,000 $750 $500 $300 Q;Z’I’iznffxf’;‘
Dimensions (in inches - width x height) 5" x 8” 5” x 8” 5” x 8” 5” x 8" 5” x 4” 2.5" x 4" Total tickets: ___
Sponsorship Level: Total Individual Tickets: ____ Journal Ad Size: Total Raffle Tickets:
Name: Title: Company:

Address: City: State: Zip Code:

Email: Phone:

O Please find my enclosed check made out to: Mental Health News Education, Inc.
Event Total: $ O Please charge my credit card number below
O 1 am unable to attend but would like to donate: $ (donate online here)

OO My company has a Matching Gifts Program - Please call or email me for details

Card number: Expiration date: Security (CVV) Code:



https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=K6WNMG66FTKFW
https://mhne.org/2025-mhne-leadership-awards-reception/
mailto:dminot@mhnews.org

Mental Health News Education
Board of Directors

Autism Spectrum News
Editorial Board

Chair

Rachel A. Fernbach, Esq., Executive Director and General Counsel
New York State Psychiatric Association

Vice-Chair

Yvette Brissett-André, MPA, Executive Director and CEO
Unique People Services

Secretary

Mary Brite, LCSW, CASAC, Chief Compliance Officer
Outreach

Treasurer

Keri Primack, CFP, Managing Director, Senior Client Advisor
Quent Capital, LLC

Members of The Board

Anita Appel, LCSW, Senior Health Care Consultant
Sachs Policy Group

Peter D. Beitchman, DSW, LMSW, Principal
Behavioral Health Consultation

Jonathan P. Edwards, PhD, LCSW, ACSW, Program Consultant
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Ann-Marie K. Foster, MPA, FACHE, President and CEO
Phoenix House New York

Samuel Wesley Jackson, MD, Clinical Director of Psychiatry
Erie Family Health Center

Danika Mills, MSW, LCSW, MPS, LCAT, CCM
Head of Care Operations, Grayce

Debbie Pantin, MSW, MS-HCM, President and CEO
Outreach

Barry B. Perlman, MD, Past President
New York State Psychiatric Association

Jorge R. Petit, MD, Founder/CEO
Quality Healthcare Solutions, LLC

Joshua Rubin, MPP, Principal
Health Management Associates

Jarod Stern, Senior Managing Director
Savills

Kimberly Williams, MSSW, Principal
Health Management Associates

Founding Chairman

Alan B. Siskind, PhD, LCSW
Executive Staff

Ira H. Minot, LMSW, Founder

David Minot, Executive Director

Cindy Alterson, PhD, BCBA, Principal of Devereux NY CARES
Clinical Director, Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health-New York

Joel Bregman, MD, Psychiatrist
United Community & Family Services

Joseph D. Buxbaum, PhD, Director
Seaver Autism Center - Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

Monica E. Carr, PhD, Researcher
The University of Melbourne, Australia

Susan Cortilet-Jones, MS, LMHC, Integrative Wellness Coach for Adults
Discovering Your World, Corp.

Lynda Geller, PhD, Founder, Spectrum Services
A Cooperative of Independent Practices & Organizations, NY, NY

Michael Gilberg, Esa.
Special Education Attorney, NY/CT

Ami Klin, PhD, Director
Marcus Autism Center

Cecelia M. McCarton, MD, Founder and Executive Director
The McCarton Foundation, The McCarton School (for Autism)

Judith R. Omidvaran
Autism Parent Advocate, New York

Theresa Pirraglia, Co-Founder and Board Member
FECA, The Foundation for Empowering Citizens with Autism

Howard Savin, PhD, Chief Clinical Officer
First Children Services

Patricia R. Schissel, LMSW
Former Executive Director, AHA

Alison Singer, President
Autism Science Foundation

Fred Volkmar, MD, Professor
Yale Child Study Center

Linda J. Walder, Esq., Founder and Executive Director
The Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation

Dianne Zager, PhD, Professor Emeritus
C.W. Post Campus / Long Island University and Pace University



