[image: A black and white logo

Description automatically generated]
Dr. Ann Sullivan, Commissioner
New York State Office of Mental Health
44 Holland Avenue, 8th Floor
Albany, New York

Dr. Chinazo Cunningham, Commissioner
Office of Addiction Services and Supports
1440 Western Avenue, 7th Floor
Albany, New York

April 3, 2025

Dear Commissioners Cunningham and Sullivan:
I am writing today on behalf of 165 NYS Council substance use disorder and mental health community-based organizations that are either licensed, certified or otherwise regulated by your Offices, to urge you to pursue the administrative appeal process that allows states that have been negatively impacted by recent federal grant terminations, to appeal these decisions with SAMHSA/HHS.  This would include recissions of federal grants under the Community Mental Health Services block grant supplementals as well as the SAPT supplemental grants.
It is our understanding that on March 27 New York’s single state authority received a letter from SAMHSA notifying state leaders that New York can appeal the grant recissions.  We are aware of and grateful to NYS Attorney General Letitia James and other state leaders who recently made the decision to file for injunctive relief and a temporary restraining order of these decisions in a Rhode Island court.  Ideally the decision will come quickly and will delay or possibly reverse the grant terminations; however, we are writing to respectfully urge you to pursue every means possible to correct this injustice including but not limited to the administrative appeal option. 
We know that the turnaround time to file an appeal with SAMHSA is quite tight.  As such, it would be our honor to assist you in every way possible as you work to compile the information you will need for a successful appeal.  
We understand there are no certainties here and the NYS Council is leading the fight calling on state and federal lawmakers to appropriate emergency funds (Contingency Funds) to the Offices so you can assist providers seeking to mitigate the damage associated with these recissions.  But we feel strongly that New York State must pursue any means necessary to address this emergency and this includes an administrative appeal that could enable providers to preserve continuity of care for the individuals we serve.   
Many thanks for your consideration of this important matter.

Respectfully, 

Lauri Cole, MSW, Executive Director
New York State Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare
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