(Name of agency) is writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed Medicaid and SNAP cuts included in the House-passed budget reconciliation legislation.
In your district, 304,100 people are covered by Medicaid and CHP and the total annual impact of federal cuts to your district is $527M based on analysis from New York State Department of Health as of May 19, 2025. In your district, there are 147 mental health and substance use disorder community-based organizations that offer 708 programs, services and supports, of which 624 are licensed/certified by the NYS Office of Mental Health (OMH) and 84 are licensed/certified by the NYS Office of Addiction Services and Supports (OASAS).
These proposed cuts would have devastating consequences for our communities:
· The legislation includes $880 billion in federal Medicaid cuts over 10 years, which would result in an annual $13 billion loss for New York State - jeopardizing access to essential substance use and mental health services.
· Medicaid cuts of this magnitude would force New York to reduce eligibility, limit covered services, and/or reduce provider rates. This will destabilize the behavioral health system at a time when demand is rising and staffing is fragile.
· The bill would also impose deep cuts to SNAP benefits, with the average New York household projected to lose $220/month in food assistance.
We serve (insert # of clients, # of staff, or programs funded by Medicaid), and we are seeing firsthand how critical continued access to health care and food support is for stability, recovery, and community well-being. If these federal cuts move forward, many adults, children and families in your district may not receive these lifesaving services and supports.
As the budget reconciliation process moves forward, we urge you to reject any budget legislation that includes cuts to Medicaid or SNAP. These programs are lifelines, not luxuries, for the people we serve.

